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Abstracts
Despite efforts by the Cameroonian government to improve access to education and
the quality of it, the enrollment of girls is still low. The objective of this study is to
understand the factors that promote the demand for education in general and girls in
particular. The target population for this study consists of children aged 6 to 11 years
and the dependent variable is the gross enrollment rate ie the ratio of the number of
children enrolled in primary school on the total number of children aged 6 to 11 years.
We perform a multivariate analysis of data using multiple correspondence analysis to
identify among the many factors listed in the literature who are strongly correlated
with the demand for schooling. Then, we perform an econometric analysis of the
demand for schooling in Cameroon using the Tobit model. Two Tobit models are
estimated: one model for both sexes combined and a model for the subpopulation of
girls. One of the reasons for non-attendance in rural poverty can be as heads of
households in this environment as revealed by the multiple correspondence analysis,
the lack and removal of public school populations that environment, we advocate for
public authorities to build schools around the rural villages and remove the association
fees that parents may be unbearable for some parents in this environment given their
level of poverty.
Keywords: Gross enrollment rate, enrollment of girl, multiple correspondence
analysis, Tobit model
1. Introduction
The United Nations through its specialized agencies (UNICEF, UNESCO, UNDP,
FAO ...) has always emphasized the importance of education, especially of women, in
the process of developing states. In the UN Charter, it is said that "access to education
is a fundamental right of every human being without distinction of color, gender or
religious affiliation." Thus, since their independence in the 1960s, African countries
are engaged in voluntary political expansion of education.
The (EFA) Education for All program launched by UNESCO at the World Conference
in Jomtien (Thailand) in 1990 gave aim to provide all children, boys and girls the
opportunity to access a cycle complete primary education by 2000. To date, the
enrollment rate was at its lowest. The heads of state gathered in New York for the
Millennium Declaration have all renewed their commitment to achieve this goal by
2015. According to the EFA program, in 2000 the world population was about 104
million children of school age who do not attend school (UNESCO, 2003). Three
quarters of them were in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and the West.
Thus in the context of the fight against poverty, the World Education Forum in Dakar,
Senegal in April 2000 led to the international community to commit to eliminating
gender disparities in primary education and secondary education by 2015. The
Cameroonian government aware of the deficiencies in the field of education of
children in general and girls in particular, has taken various measures to improve
access to education and quality of education. Despite these efforts, the enrollment of
girls is still low. In 2007, it is estimated at 67.6% for girls and 71.8% for boys. These
figures, however, mask considerable regional disparities because this rate is less than
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60% in the northern provinces is 49% Adamawa, 42.3% for the Far North and 48.3%
for the North in 2007.
We therefore find that despite efforts by authorities to improve our school systems
both qualitatively and quantitatively, despite their willingness to reduce both regional
disparities, develop national educational capital, Africa still under educated compared
at its population. Thus we are led to ask the following question:
What are the determinants of the demand for education in Cameroon? In other words,
what are the factors that significantly influence the demand for education in Cameroon
or those who are likely to help the Cameroonian authorities to improve enrollment
rates in general and girls in particular?
The major objectives of this study are two in number. The first is to understand the
factors that promote the demand for education in general and girls in particular. In
other words, it is to determine the factors that have a significant influence on the
education of Cameroonian and especially girls and see how they adjust to improve the
participation of the latter in school . In the second place, this study should determine
the factors identified from those on which we can establish a policy to increase the
enrollment in Cameroon.
We postulate the following research hypotheses
H1: Female heads of households enroll their children more than their counterparts
male;
H2 : Children in urban areas are more educated than those in rural areas;
H3: The heads of poor households enroll their children less than their counterparts
nonpoor;
H4: The demand for education increases with the level of education of household
head.
To carry out our study, we performed a first descriptive analysis of the demand for
education in Cameroon in 2007. He has been here to do a multivariate analysis from
the cross between the factors explaining the demand for education listed in the
literature and the gross enrollment rate of children in the household tables to give us a
first look at the factors likely to be decisive with the demand for education links on the
one hand and make a multiple correspondence analysis (MCA) data to identify among
the many factors listed in the literature who are strongly correlated with the demand
for education on the other. In a second step, we conducted an econometric analysis of
the demand for education in Cameroon in 2007 from the Tobit model. Two Tobit
models were estimated: a model for the whole of both sexes and a model for the
subpopulation of girls. The choice of explanatory factors of these models has been
guided by the exploratory analysis first.
2. Results
 Interpretation of results for both sexes combined
The results of the Tobit estimation of the gross enrollment rate for both sexes
combined a number of comments:
The "Non-poor" level of the variable life householder modality has a significant
coefficient. The positive sign of this coefficient is in line with our expectations. The
"Rural" mode is the reference category for this variable, we can deduce all being equal
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the heads of poor households enroll their children less than their non-poor
counterparts.
Regarding the level of education of household head, we find that only the coefficient
of the "Superior"
modality is significant and negative sign. We can conclude that the heads of
households of higher level enroll their children less. This result is surprising because it
was expected that the heads of households with high education enroll more children as
reported by economic theory.
The occupational category of the household head has no influence on the demand for
schooling household because we find no form of this variable is significant.
Regarding the religion of the household head, we find that only the "Protestant" mode
has a significant coefficient. The positive sign of this method is in line with our
expectations. We can therefore conclude that the heads of households of Protestant
enroll more children. This is consistent with the results of economic theory.
Note that the modality "Male" of the variable sex of the household head has a
significant coefficient. The positive sign of this variable is consistent with our
expectations. Modality "Female" is the reference category for this variable, we can
conclude all things being equal that householders female enroll their children more
than their male counterparts. This is consistent with the results of the multivariate
analysis and the results of the study Pilon (1996). Indeed, for Pilon (1996), women
heads of households invest more than men in their children, either in terms of time,
money or emotional support, and this is especially true in education. Their
management of resources is more rigorous and responsible. He thinks that having been
themselves, in general, victims of under-education, women earn more than men the
issue of education for the future of their children. In addition, their expectation is a
strong return on investment when their children will have a job.
The variable total expenditure of the household head approximated by total
expenditure without hospitalization has a significant and positive coefficient. We can
therefore conclude that the demand for education is an increasing function of the head
of household income. In other words, the heads of low-income households enroll their
children less than their counterparts with higher incomes.
For the variable marital status of household head, we find that apart from the modality
Divorced (e) / Separated (e), all other terms to knowledge monogamous married,
married polygamous, Widow / Widower and common-this variable has a significant
coefficient. Modality "Single" is taken as the reference, the positive signs that these
coefficients indicate that the demand for education increases as a function of how
married monogamous, polygamous married, widow / widower and Free Union, the
growth direction is the same as the direction of listing these terms. We still get a
surprising result because we expected that householders married monogamous enroll
more children than their married counterparts polygamous.
things
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Table 1: Estimated gross enrollment rate at the household level

Source: Based on data from the INS-Cameroon
All terms of the age of the household head are significant. Modality "under 30" is
taken as the reference, the positive signs of the coefficients indicate that the demand
for education is an increasing function of the age of the household head. Examination
of the regression coefficients show shows that household heads aged 60 and enroll
more children, then come the heads of households aged 50-59, after these, we
Householder 40 - 49 years and finally the heads of households aged 30-39. We can
therefore conclude that the heads of household who enroll their children more than
their younger counterparts. This is consistent with the results of the multiple
correspondence analysis and contrary to those of the multiple correspondence analysis.
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 Interpretation of results for the subpopulation of girls
The Tobit estimation of the gross enrollment rate for girls in the population give
similar results to those obtained for both sexes combined in many ways, except for
some variables or procedures for specific variables. Indeed, some variables or variable
terms that were significant in estimating the gross enrollment rate for both sexes
combined are no longer for the subpopulation of girls. This is for example the place of
residence of the household head and modality "Widow / Widower" the marital status
of the household head. For cons, the modality "maneuver" the occupational category
of the head of household was not significant for the first model is for the second.
5. Conclusions
The main objective of this study was to investigate the determinants of the demand for
education in Cameroon or the factors that significantly influence the decision of
parents to educate their children, and more specifically those aged 6 to 11 years. It was
conducted using data from the third Cameroonian household survey (ECAM3) and
covered 11,291 households. Demand for schooling (dependent variable) has been
apprehended by the gross enrollment ratio. To achieve our goal, we first performed a
multivariate analysis and then a multivariate analysis to determine the variables that
may be critical to the demand for education links. The econometric analysis also
called confirmatory analysis to confirm or refute the results of two analyzes led to the
following results: (1) Heads of households in urban areas enroll more children than
their rural counterparts consequence of a high concentration of infrastructure in the
city than in the country, (2) The heads of non-poor households enroll their children
more than their poor counterparts, (3) a surprising result of this study is that household
heads have higher level low gross enrollment, (4) household heads of Protestant
religion in general have high gross enrollment rate, which is consistent with economic
theory that householders Christian religion enroll more children than their Muslim
counterparts obedience, (5) heads of households female enroll their children more than
their male gender, (6) the demand for education is an increasing function of the head
of household income (7) heads Household Cohabitation enroll more children,
followed by householders Widows or Widowers, after these, we householders and
finally married polygamous household heads married monogamous surprise here is
that leaders married polygamous households have higher than their married
counterparts monogamous gross enrollment because we were expecting the contrary,
(8) the demand for education is an increasing function of the age of the household
head. These results show that, apart from the fourth research hypothesis is not true, all
the others are.
Some parents do not send their children simply because they are poor and yet they
allocate huge sums of money to the organization of funerals, weddings and baptisms.
They therefore emphasize the ceremonies over the school, ignoring the issues of
children's schooling. Given that previous education policies, which were based on the
school offers are not managed to capture the determinants of household demand for
schooling, we recommend the government to encourage parents in general and heads
of household males in particular have a different vision of education and explain the
importance of it in the development of their standard of living and that of the nation.
One of the reasons for non-attendance in rural poverty can be as heads of households
in the middle as shown by the ACM, the lack and removal of public school population
in this environment, we advocate the public authorities to build schools around the
villages in rural areas and remove the costs of Association of Parents of students who
can be unbearable for some parents in this environment because of their poverty.
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