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Social statistical studies have demonstrated that different sampling techniques
can cause diverse biases toward the response results of cross-cultural survey.
However, unification to sampling methods in all countries is almost impossible
because the sampling frame which includes all individuals of the target
population does not necessarily exist in each country for research. In most
large-scale cross-cultural surveys (e.g., ISSP: International Social Survey
Programme and WVS: World Values Survey), although the same questionnaire
was primarily adopted in all countries, the concrete sampling process has
separately been established for each country. This presentation will discuss
the intensity of impacts from the representative sampling approaches such as
multi-stage sampling, stratified sampling, area sampling, quota sampling etc.
which have been widely used in most cross-cultural surveys. Main statistical
analyses have been carried out using the survey record data collected from
three large-scale cross-cultural surveys including the East Asia Values Survey
(2002-2005), the Pacific-Rim Value Survey (2005-2008), and the Asia-Pacific
Values Survey (2010-ongoing). The important findings have shown that the
non-probability sampling is a convenient approach in most situations, but it
often causes a significant bias toward the sample unit drawing and an
arbitrariness of individual selection for the face-to-face interview with the
cross-cultural context. Sampling operations on decreasing the non-sampling
error will also be demonstrated based on the real survey results.
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